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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R.§ 1.56 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, § 1.97 and § 1.98, Applicant brings the references listed 
on the attached Form PTO-1449 to the examiner's attention. 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. These, refer- 
ences may be material to examination of the above-identified application. Please do not con- 
strue the filing of this information disclosure statement as a representation that applicant has 
made a search (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)), or as an admission that the infomriation cited is. or is con- 
sidered to be. material to patentability, or that no other material information exists. We enclose a 
copy of the non-patent document that was cited. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted: 

@ 1 . Within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a continued 
prosecution application under 37 CFR 1 .53(d), or within three months of the date of entry 
of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an international application; or before 
the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits, and therefore, Applicant believes no 
fee is required; 

□ 2. After the period specified in paragraph (1) hereinabove of this section, but is being filed 
before the mailing date of either a final action under 37 CFR 1 .1 13, or a notice of allow- 
ance under 37 CFR 1 .31 1 , or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the applica- 
tion, and is accompanied by one of the following: 




CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



hereby certify that on , 




l2004, 



which Is the date I am signing thisjcertificate, I am 
depositing this conrespondence the United States 
Postal Sen/ice, first class mail, in an envelope 
addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-145.0. 
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□ (a) A statement that either: 

(i) Each item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of the Information disclosure statement; 

OR 

(ii) No item of information contained in the information disclosure state- 
ment was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person 
signing the statement after making reasonable inquiry, no item of in- 
formation contained in the information disclosure statement was 
known to any individual designated in 37 CFR 1 .56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement; 

OR 

□ (b) The fee of $1 80 for filing of an Information Disclosure Statement as set forth 

in 37 C.F.R. 1.17(p). 

□ 3. After the period specified in paragraph (2) of this section, but is filed on or before pay- 
ment of the issue fee and is accompanied by both: 

□ (a) A statement that either: 

(1) Each item of information contained in the information disclosure 

statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in 
a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to 
the filing of the information disclosure statement; 

OR 

(ii) No item of information contained in the information disclosure state- 
ment was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office In a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person 
signing the statement after making reasonable inquiry, no item of in- 
formation contained in the information disclosure statement was 
known to any individual designated in 37 CFR 1 .56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement; 

□ (b) The fee of $1 80.00 for filing of an Information Disclosure Statement as set 

forth in 37 CFR1.17(p). 

Applicant would appreciate the Examiner initialing and signing a copy of Form PTC- 
1449. transmitted herewith, indicating that the information has been considered and made of 
record herein. 

In the unlikely event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the 
Patent Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required. Applicant petitions for 
any required relief including extensions of time and authorizes the Commissioner to charge the 
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cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this document to 
Deposit Account No. 501946 referencing order number 64693-073. 



McDermott Will & Emery LLP 

2049 Century Park East, 34"" Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
Telephone: (310)277-4110 
Fax: (310)277-4730 



LAS99 1 35701 3-1 .064693.0073 -3- 





J^aw^ Brown, Reg. No. 28,590 
Attomey for Applicant 



PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



i^Bititute for fonm 1449A/PTO 

information disclosure 
Statement By Applicant 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/620,739 


Filing Date 


July 16, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Vasilis Z. MARMARELIS 


Art Unit 


3737 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Sheet 1 of 3 


Attorney Docket Number 


64693-073 



U.S. Patent Documents 


Examiner 


oite 


Document Number 


issue uaie 




Initials* 


No.' 


Number -Kind Code^ (if known) 


MM-DD-YYYY 


Applicant of Cited Document 




1 


US-3,556,081 


01-19-1971 


Jones 




2 


US-3,765,403 


10-16-1973 


Brenden 




3 


US-3.802,533 


04-09-1974 


Brenden 




4 


US-4,094,306 


06-13-1978 


Kossof 




5 


US-4,130,112 


12-19-1978 


Frazer 




6 


US-4,206,763 


06-10-1980 


Pedersen 




7 


US-4,252,125 


02-24-1981 


linuma 




8 


US-4,282,880 


08-11-1981 


Gardineer at al. 




9 


US-4,298.009 


11-03-1981 


Mezricli et al. 




10 


US-4,322,974 


04-06-1982 


Abele et al. 




11 


US-4,338.948 


07-13-1982 


Perez-lVlendez et al. 




12 


US-4.341.222 


07-27-1982 


Gardineer et al. 




13 


US-4,347,850 


09-07-1982 


Kelly-Fry et al. 




14 


US-4,434,799 


03-06-1984 


Taenzer 




15 


US-4,478,083 


10-23-1984 


Hassler et al. 




16 


US-4,509,368 


04-09-1985 


Whiting et al. 




17 


US-4,541,436 


09-17-1985 


Hassler et al. 




18 


US-4,545,385 


10-08-1985 


Pirsche! 




19 


US-4,91 7.096 


04-19-1990 


Engleliart et al. 




20 


US-5,308,321 


05-03-1994 


Castro 




21 


US-5,474,064 


12-12-1995 


Rohrberg 




22 


US-5,609,152 


03-11-1997 


Pellegrino et al. 




23 


US-5.692.511 


12-02-1997 


Grable 




24 


US-5,71 3.356 


02-03-1998 


Kruger 




25 


US-5,776.062 


07-07-1998 


Nields 




26 


US-5.797.849 


08-25-1998 


Vesely et al. 




27 


US-5,803,912 


09-08-1998 


SIczek et al. 




28 


US-5,855.554 


01-05-1999 


Schneider et al. 




29 


US-5,979,457 


11-09-1999 


Rohrberg 



Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confonnance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
confonmance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language translation is attached. 
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Substitute for form 1 449A/PTO 

Information Disclosure 
Statement By Applicant 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/620.739 


Filing Date 


July 16, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Vasilis Z. MARMARELIS 


Art Unit 


3737 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Sheet 2 of 3 


Attorney Docket Number 


64693-073 



U.S. Patent Documents 


Examiner 


Cite 


Document Number 


Issue Date 


Name of Patentee or 


Initials* 


NO. 


Number -Kind Code (if known) 


KAKA nn WW 
MIvi-UU-T T T T 


Mppiicani OT oiicu uucumcni 




oU 


Uo-D,UZf ,40f 


no oo or\nf\ 


onmui6Wiiz cl al. 








nft_i«^ onnn 
UO- 1 o-^uuu 


INIclUo cl al. 






lie A i OQ «s01 




D6uniOia 61 al. 




oo 






1 At ol 

L6c 61 dl. 




34 


US-6 216 026 


04-10-2001 


Kruger 




35 


US-6.254.538 


07-03-2001 


Downey at al. 




36 


US-6,254.614 


07-03-2001 


Jesseph 




37 


US-6,385,474 


05-07-2002 


Rather et al. 




38 


US-6,409.668 


06-25-2002 


Wollschlaeger 




39 


US-6,418,188 


07-09-2002 


Broadnax 




40 


US-6,41 9,636 


07-16-2002 


Young et al. 




41 


US-6,459.925 


10-01-2002 


Nields et al. 




42 


US-6,468.231 


10-22-2002 


Sarvazyan et al. 




43 


US-6,478.739 


11-11-2002 


Hong 




44 


US-6,480,565 


11-12-2002 


NIng 




45 


US-6,482,158 


11-19-2002 


Mault 




46 


US-6.51 1.433 


01-28-2003 


Benjamin 




47 


US-6.676.610 


01-13-2004 


Morton et al. 




48 


US-6.682.484 


01-27-2004 


Entrekin et al. 



Other Prior Art - Nonpatent Literature Documents 


Cite 
No.' 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s). volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or 

country where published 


t^ 


49 


International Search Report for PCT/US03/22271, mailed 15 March 2004. 





























Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





*EXAMiNER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
confomiance and not considered. Include copy of this fonm with next communication to applicant 

^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^Applicant is to place a check marie here if English language translation is attached. 



LAS99 1356965-1.054693.0073 



PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

information disclosure 
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(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete If Known 


Application Number 


10/620.739 


Filing Date 


July 16, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Vasilis Z. MARMARELIS 


Art Unit 


3737 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Sheet 


3 1 of 3 


Attorney Docket Number 


64693-073 



U.S. Published Patent Applications 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. ^ 


Document Number 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Number -Kind Code^ (If l<nown) 




50 


US-2002-0099290 


07-25-2002 


Haddad 




51 


US-2002-0133151 


09-19-2002 


Hung et ai. 




52 


US-2002-0188198 


12-12-2002 


Hong 




53 


US-2003-0007598 


01-09-2003 


Wang et ai. 




54 


US-2003-0040734 


02-27-2003 


Morton et ai. 




55 


US-2003-0069501 


04-10-2003 


Marmarelis 




56 


US-2003-0073895 


04-17-2003 


Nields et al. 




57 


US-2003-0233045 


12-18-2003 


Vaezy et al. 




58 


US-2004-0015109 


01-22-2004 


Villani 













Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 




Country Code^-Number^-Kind Code^ (if 
known) 




59 


WO 2004/006755 A2 


01-22-2004 


Alfred E. Mann institute for Biomedical 
Engineering at the University of Southern 
California 





























Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





*EXAIV1INER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confomnance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language translation Is attached. 



1_AS99 1356965-1.064693.0073 



